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roof. The walls on the northerly sides should be curried to roof height unless other buildings afford sul'licieiH protection. Other walls, either external or internal, dividing the sections of the yards sliould be at least 5 feet in height whilst on the custom side, a height of (> feet conld not be considered exorbitant. In some instances the yard sections have been divided by tubular steel and concrete fences but these are not to be recommended, solid dividing walls being preferable in all cases.
The construction of the Jlwr requires special attention, In many instances, (he llooi' may be formed of broken stones or hard core blended with ashes, and, when the yard is entirely covered, this type of floor will be satisfactory although manure removal may be difficult. Preference, however, should always be given to a concrete floor and this is particularly important if tluj yard is only partly-roofed. In such cases, that portion of the iloor under <over should slope towards the uncovered yard, while in the ease of covered yards with a. Iloor of concrete, a. suitable fall to a, central drainage point is essential. The initial cost of concrete is greater than with other typos of iloor but it possesses many advantages, being easy to clean and little maintenance cost is incurred. When the subsoil is heavy or waterlogged, a concrete Iloor is essential. The entire yard should be surrounded with a concrete access roadway and internal roadways should be constructed of this material.
(ittlt'tt are required to allow the animals free passage from one yard section to another and they should be fixed so as to be easily raised to compensate! for the rising level of the straw. They should be sufficiently large, to allow the entrance of a waggon and tractor for removal of the manure and the entrance of straw. It is most important that adequate quantities of straw should be provided. Insufficient Mding will result: in insanitary conditions and it is essential that the yard or each of its sections should be thoroughly cleaned out at three-monthly intervals and fresh, straw introduced. The bare concrete should be hosed down and allowed to dry he lore fresh straw is distributed. In covered yards, o to 8 cwts. of straw per cow will be required each month but with partly-covered yards, u cwts, per cow per month should be regarded as a minimum,
Provision for drainage also requires to be made, If the ideal was invariably capable of attainment, drainage would not b.i necessary as all surface water and urine would be absorbed by the straw. This is possible with a totally-roofed yard if adequate straw is provided and the ground is porous, but with a partly-roofed yard, this ideal cannot be attained and with this type of structure drainage, must bu considered essential. The Iloor of the yard or each of its sections must be provided with proper falls to a street-typo gully provided with a grating over a catchpit. This gully should bit connected hy means of a 6 inch drain to another catchpit outside the yard and provision for cleansing the intervening drain requires to be made, A 4-inch drain can be laid from this point to the, place, of disposal, All roof water should be carried to a separate dispersal point, preferably the nearest watercourse.
Arrangements for feeding and watering the herd require consideration, Feeding troughs, constructed of glazed fireclay, may be placed along the yard walls, as shown in Fig. 53, being roofed to protect the feeding-stuffs from the elements, or they may be placed umler the covered part of the yard, In all cases, means of access from outside the yards should be provided so that feeding may be carried out without interference